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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 3-4 and 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Payton [US 6,351,383]. 

Regarding claim 1, Payton discloses an assembly (figures 1-2) having an axis 
and comprising: 

- a first support (30 or 30a) perpendicular to the axis and having a first support 
perimeter (figure 2); 

- a first microelectronic module (80) affixed to the first support; 

- a second support (30 or 30b) perpendicular to the axis and having a second 
support perimeter (figures 6a-6b); 

- a second microelectronic module (80) affixed to the second support; and 

- a plurality of ribs (44), each rib being attached to the first support at the first 
support perimeter outboard the first microelectronic module and to the second 
support at the second support perimeter outboard the second microelectronic 
module and extending axially therebetween to maintain the first support and 
the second support in parallel, spaced relationship (figures 6a-6b). 
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Regarding claim 3, Payton further discloses wherein the first support perimeter 
and the second support perimeter are substantially coextensive (figure 1). 

Regarding claim 4, Payton discloses wherein the first support perimeter 
comprises a first attachment tab (48), wherein the second support perimeter comprises 
a second attachment tab (48) and wherein the rib (44) attaches between the first and 
second attachment tabs (figures 6a-6b). 

Regarding claim 8, Payton discloses the assembly further comprising: a housing 
(12) having an inner wall and a housing axis (figures 1-2), and wherein the 
microelectronic assembly is coaxially received in the housing (figure 1); the ribs 
engaging the inner wall and spacing the first and second microelectronic module and 
the first and second support spaced apart from the inner wall (figures 6a-6b). 

Regarding claim 9, Payton further discloses wherein the spacing between the 
inner wall and the first and second microelectronic is adapted for cooling airflow (figure 

1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Payton in view of Moxon [US 4,503,484]. 
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Regarding claim 2, Payton discloses the instant claimed invention except for a 
connector strip connected to the first microelectronic module and to the second 
microelectronic module and extending axially for connecting the first microelectronic 
module and the second microelectronic module to an external circuit. 

Moxon discloses an assembly having a first electronic module (124) connected to 
a second electronic module (124, figure 5) and to an external circuit (482, figure 4) by 
means of at least one connector strip (165, figure 5). 

It would have been an obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the connector strip of Moxon in the assembly of Payton, for 
the purpose of electrical interconnection between the electronic modules. 

Regarding claim 7, Payton discloses the first and second microelectronic 
modules are generally circular and includes at least one chordal edge (figure 1 ). 

Payton discloses the claimed invention except for the connector strip connected 
at an edge of the microelectronic module. 

Moxon discloses the substrate (124) having at least one connector strip (165) 
mounted at an edge of the substrate (figure 5). 

It would have been an obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the connector strip at an edge of the substrate of Payton, as 
suggested by Moxon, in order to save spacer in the assembly. 

5. Claims 5-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Payton in view of Ronald Walsh [US 3,596,140]. 
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Regarding claim 5-6, Payton discloses the first and second microelectronic 
module including a plurality of components mounted thereon (figures 1-2). 

Payton discloses the claimed invention except for the first and second 
microelectronic modules being formed of flexibility. 

Ronald Walsh discloses an assembly having first and second flexible substrates 
(12) including a plurality of components mounted thereon (figure 1). 

It would have been an obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the flexible substrate design of Ronald Walsh in Payton, for 
the purpose of protecting the microelectronic module being cracked from vibration and 
enabling to mount the microelectronic module onto the support. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hung S. Bui whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2102. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Elvin G. Enad can be reached on (571) 272-1990. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



9/7/06 
Hung Bui 
Art Unit 2841 




